THE   DIARY
30th, December 3rd, 4th, 5th and yth. Westminster
Hall was transformed, as it had been for the trial of
the Earl of Strafford, with stages and raised seats, a
box for the King, a gallery for ambassadors and
accommodation for members of both Houses of
Parliament. He enumerates the managers, the
lawyers and the witnesses, including the notorious
Titus Gates. "He being so slight a person, so
passionate, ill-bred and of such impudent behaviour;
nor is it likely that such piercing politicians as the
Jesuits should trust him with so high and so dangerous
secrets,'5 He gives a minute account of the concluding
scene and how exactly the final verdict was given by
a vote of the Peers: fifty-one guilty, thirty-three not
guilty. He shows himself to be on Stafford's side
from the outset, and says he "behaved himself
modestly and as became him." Another diarist
present. Sir John Reresby, confirms this, declaring
Stafford "defended himself with great resolution,
and received his sentence with no less courage."
Evelyn, however, admits he "was not a man beloved,
especially of his own family." "The whole trial," he
declares, "was carried on with exceeding gravity: so
stately and august an appearance I had never seen
before." He has no retrospective reflexions when the
execution comes. He merely records it in a single
sentence.
Except for definite changes of residence, it is not
always clear from the entries where he is at the time
of writing. But this is a common omission with most
diarists. There are probably more weather notes in
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